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ome REMARKS, &C. 
az; OWN cannot give myſelf 
Leave to think that this Pa- 
per is any Thing elſe than 
SEE: the wanton Production of 
= ſome Waggiſh young Rogue, 
who is willing to make free with ſo ho- 
nourable a Body as the Magiſtrates and 


Town-Council of And tho jt may 
be far below them to take notice a 'Thing + 
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of this Kind, which, at firſt Reading, muſt N 


appear to be ſpurious, yet, as I have long 
lived under their Protection, I offer th 
following Remarks, as a Teſtimony of the 
great Love and Affection I bear to ſo great 
Ap Firſt, Every Body will allow, 
that the Publiſhing Rules and Inſtructions 
to be obſerved by all thoſe who are per- 
mitted to ſell Roſes and other Flowers, is 
at preſent anſeaſonable, it being now the 
leep Time of Winter. 24/y. I cannot re- 
concile with the Exactitude which might _ 
3 _ 


tated. All it ſays, 
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be expected from ſo conſiderable a Set of 
| Men, that they ſhould inſert two T hings 


in the Title of the Paper, (with refpe& to 
which Rules are to be obſerved ) wholly 
neglected in the Paper itsſelf: For I own I 
cannot diſcover any Rule or Inſtruction 
given as to ſelling of Roſes or Flowers, 
nor as to the carrying of Links; which, 
nevertheleſs, muſt be allowed to be 7280 
moſt material Things ; eſpecially the Ro- 
fes, One Colour of which, it had been at 
leaſt proper to make the Subject of one 
Article. 34h. I never knew that the Ser- 
vants of Noblemen and Gentlemen uſed 


to cry Gazzettes and Papers, or to ſell 


Roſes and Flowers, or indeed to carry 
_Links. athly. This Paper has not the 
- teaſt Veſtige of the common Stile of an Act 


” ef Comeil. which clearly detects the Im- 
poſture. It bears, in no Place of it ex- 
bs cept the Title, (and ſuch Title might be 


prefixt to any Paper ) that it is the A of 
the Town-Council. It does not ſo mach as 
tell when theſe Rules were enacted, «tho, 
by the Warrant annex'd, it ſeems to bear 
Date ſince Michneſmns laſt, at leaſt, the 
Author has not thought fit to publiſh it 


ſooner. It does not ſay whether there is 


ſuch a Society exiſting as that o be rogu- 


„ That all ſuch as 
Th are 
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are above narrated (which includes Noble- 
men and Gentlemens Servants) are to en- 
ter into a Society, and that the Number 
of this Company ſhall not exceed twenty 
Perſons : But it nowhere ſays there is ſuch 


a Society or Company actually exiting : 


And, as yet, I have ſeen no Badge, (be- 
ing a Kind of Apron of Blue Linen, in the 
Form of a Badge) to diſtinguiſh this So- 


ciety from other Perſons of the like Quali- 
ty and Condition. 574/y. No Man can 
poſſibly think a Paper of this Kind could 
paſs the Hands of ſuch a Body of Men. It 
is conceived in ſo poor a Stile, and the 
Thoughts are fo very low, it is ſo inaccu- | 
rately and indiſtinctly written, that it is 


impoſſible to believe it genuine. EY 

For theſe obvions Reaſons, I conceive 
this Paper to be a plain Indignity to the 
Magiſtracy and Council, which nothing 
but their known Goodneſs in forgiving In- 
juries offered to them can poſſibly account 
for their not enquiring into, and for their 
not puniſhing the Author condignly. : 

Ir is true it may be ſaid, that the Per- 


ſons it concerns (except Noblemen and 


Gentlemens Servants, of whom better 
Things are no Doubt to be believed) are 
Folks very illiterate, and who are there- 
fore ordered to go to School one Diet 
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earch Week Day, if they cannot read and 


Write, which cannot fail to have the de- 
fired Effect; and therefore (it may be ſaid) 
it was proper to deſcend to a Way of ex- 


preſſing the Things therein mentioned, ra- 


ther lower than what would be necdful to 
tbe Yulgar. But as it is ſuppoſed the Pa- 
per was printed in order to be publiſbed to 
25 World, this Obſervation will not re- 


move the Force of the foregoing Remarks, 


which plainly prove, in my poor Appre- 


henſion, that the Paper is ſpurious. 


BESID ES, ſome Articles are really (I 
need not ſay with Submiſſion, ſeeing the 
Magiſtrates are not at all concerned in the 


Matter ) ſo indiſtin& and confuſed, that 


they are quite unintelligible. As for In- 


ſtance, the Tenth. The Badge to be worn 


- 


by each of the Society, is appointed to be 
a Kind of Apron of Blue Linen, made in 
the Form of a Badge, , which none may 
loam, on Pain of loſeng bis Privilege. 
Whether a Bus Kind of Apron as Badge, 
in the Form of a Badge, Or the Form of a 
Badge, a Kind of Blue Linen Apron to be 
a Badge, Or a Badge, to be a Kind of 
Blue Linen Apron, inthe Form of a Badge, 
is to be the Diſtinction of this Species of 


Inhabitants, is a Matter not eaſily to be 


determined, tho 'tis plain enough they are 
EF» | each 


each of them to have a Badge in the Form 
of a Badge, and which, it is probable, will 


de made of Blue Linen (for tis inipoſſible 
Blue Woollen could do the Thing) and 


this is to diſtinguiſh them from Drawers 


and Gardners, the laſt of which Set of 


Men wear Blue Woollen Aprons, whom 


therefore it was the more neceſſary to di- 
ſtinguiſh from 7his Society (or the Society 
from them) by giving it a Badge to be 
made of Blue Linen, in the Form of a 
Badge, becauſe, were it not for this ſame 


plain Diſtinction, a Gardner might be kid- 
napped ſelling Flowers, and put into the 


Guard, before his Blue Apron were diſco- 


vered to be Woollen; which it is impoſſi- 
ble can happen, now after it is declared, 
that the Badge of this Society ſhall be 4 


Kind of Apron of Blue Linen, in the Form 


of a Badge; which muſt clearly diſtin- 


guiſh them from Gardners, who only wear 


a Kind of Apron of Blue Woollen ; which 
no Body will ſay has been declared either 
to ve a Badge, or a Kind of Apron of Blue 
Moollen in the Form of a Badge. 

Tux ſame Clearneſs of Expreſſion go- 
verns the laſt Article; And finally, the 
firſt Monday of Auguſt, cc. 

_ FrnarLy, the firſt Monday, is a moſt 
elegant Expreſſion. One would —_ 

RL that 
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that the ſame diſtiuct Perſon ho is to have 
the Cuſtody of the Box, drew up this 
Paper. It is hard to tell by this Article, 
whether the Box is to be the Society's, or 
the Magiſſrates; whether the Money is 
to be diſpoſed of as the Society or the Ma- 
giſtrates ſhall think fit; for they are to do 
zbis as they hall think fit, as above de- 
 feened, and all are mentioned in the Arti- 
_ and al/ of them are above deſigned : 
Or whether the tWo for keeping each a Key 
of their (aid Box, for the enſuing Year, 
are to be two of the Magiſtrates, or two 
ot the Company; tho, one Thing is plain, 
that he muſt be a diſtindt Perſon from the 
Company, who is to. keep the Box; and 
that he ſhould be a A iſtinct Perſon who is 
is to have lo intricatè a Truſt, is plain e- 
nough, and was ablolutely neceſſary, eſpe- 
cially ſince others were to keep the Keys 
of it, which muſt certainly prevent all Con- 
fuſion and Miſtakes. 

Bor this arch young Rogue has palm'd 
an odd Thing upon this conſiderable Body 
of Men, in the Second Article, which runs 

thus, To prevent the diſ per ſing of prophanc 

or ſcandalous Papers, none ſhall pre- 
ſume to expoſe to Sale, any Papers or Pam- 
phlets, ( except ſuch as are publiſhed by 
Authority ) until they be ſeen and appro- 
| Cel 


zen of by the Maziftrates, or any whouws 
they ſhall appoint for that Purpoſe, &c. 
Tris is excellent. I know, tor my 
Part, no News-Paper publiſhed by Au- 
thority, except the London Cazzette, and 
IL own, I never knew one of them hawked 
here, or re- printed and hawked ; ſo that 
what this Wagg means by Papers and 
Pamphlets publiſhed by Authority, I pro- 
teſt I cannot tell. If he means, that the 
| Magiſtrates have that in their Þreaſts to 
determine as they have a Mind, as to Pa- 

pers or Pamphlets which do bt bear to be 
publiſhed by Authority, JI believe he has 
veſted them with a Power they did not at 
any Time imagine they had, and what no 
Body believes they have. This is indeed 
a very great Power, in Virtue of which 
they may condemn what they pleaſe, as not 
publiſhed by Authority, and licenſe what 
they pleaſe, under Pretence that it is pub- 
liſh'd by Authority. But our fictitious Au- 
thor does not reſt here; he makes the Ma- 
giſtrates ſay, That no Paper nor Pamphlet, 
until it is ſeen and approven of by the Ma- 
giſtrates, or (which is indeed extraordi- 
nary) auy whom they ſhall appoint for 
that Purpoſe, ſhall be ſold by any of this 
Society; and, at ſame Time, all other 
Perſons are to be impriſoned during . 
250 ure 
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ſure (upon the Matter) who ſhall preſume 
to ſell Pamphlets, except the Members 
— ͤ ! y ˙ . “ - 

Tr1s is new, and indeed very extraor- 
dinary. It is impoſlible that the Magi- 


ſtrates of ————, who are well known 
to be Men of excellent Underſtanding, 
could fall into two ſuch abſolute Miſtakes. 
Firſt, That no Paper or Pamphlet but 
what has been ſeen and approv'd of by 
them, can be publickly vended. 24ly. That 
this Power of ſeeing and approving can 


by them be delegated to others, as if the 
Magiſtrates could transfer their indiſputed 


Capacity of judging in ſuch Matters, to 
Folks of leſs Underſtanding, and could 
be obliged to anſwer for their Blunders 


and Miſtakes, which is altogether ab- 


ſurd. 


Ir there is ſuch a Power in the Magi- 
ſtrates, it muſt be confeſt that it is a „gu- 


lar Power, ſuch a Power as no Magiſtrates 


in Britain, they alone excepted, have pre- 
tended to; and ſuch a Power therefore, I am 
confident, the Magiſtrates do not imagine 
they have: And therefore, I own, I look 
upon this Part of the Spark's Performance, 
who has fathered this Piece of Abſurdity 
upon the Magiſtrates, as a very. great Af- 
front to them. What! can apy Body ima- 

© gine, 
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gine, that the Magiſtrates of a Royal 
Burgh, even of ———— itsſelf, have ſuch 
a Power over the Liberty of the Preſs, 


that no Man can write and publiſh what 


he zbinks, or, which is the ſame Thing, 
cannot have it fold, when printed, with- 


out their Approbation 2 What ſhall we 
then ſay of the Lucubratious of a late Au- 
thor, Who has, in the Words I have cho- 
ſen for my Motto, proved the Contrary to 
Demonſtration 2. Sure, he can be no Mem- 
ber of the preſent Magiſtracy, or Town- 
Council, if this Paper is genuine, which I 
grievouſly ſuſpect it is not. If it ig the 


Privilege peculiar to the Subjects of free. 
Nations to ſpeak or write what they think, 
and to publiſh what they write, either we 


muſt be no free Nation, or it is not poſſible 
that this Privilege can be taken from us by 


any Magiſtracy. Nor can the Magiſtracy 
of any free People take it in their Heads, 


that hey muſt be ſatisfied as to the Fiz- 
neſs of any Pamphlet's appearing in Pub- 
lick, before it ſhall be publiſhed : And 
therefore- it is impoſſible the Magiſtrates 
could think ſo, nor conſequently enact 
what tends to load them with ſo groſs an 
Abſurdity. 

TH1s is a Point of fo great and general 
Concern, that even a Paper of this focular 


Kind 
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Kind ſhould not be let flip without ſome 
fuch proper Animadverſions. The Liberty 


of the Preſs is one of our nobleſt Privile- 


r. We ſee Inſtances of great Freedoms 
taken with Subjects of conſiderable Figure 
in Papers and Pamphlets publiſhed in our 


neighbouring Nation, and ſeldom any 


Notice is taken of them, either by the 
Magiſtracy of the City where they are 
publiſhed, -or by any other Judicatory 
in that Country. And yet it muſt be ad- 

mitted, that /ome People would heartily | 


' Wiſh to be able, by any egal Means, to 


ſuppreſs them: And he is not overwi/e 
who thinks they would not be ſuppref, if 
any Body had a Power to approve or diſ- 
approve of them. We have the {ame Title 
to this inaluable Privilege, and have the 
ſame Right to 2½ it; and therefore it is 
thought the Author of this Paper, fathered 
moſt unjuſtly upon the Magiſtracy and 
Town-Council, deſerves a very ſevere Re- 
primand, for laying fo odd a Thing to 
their Door, who, I am confident, would 
not take upon them to judge of all that 
may be written, and to determine whether 
it thould appear in publick or not. 
BESIDES, it may be obſerved, 'That 


buying a Paper or Pamphlet in a clande- 


ſtine Manner, is ranked, by the roguiſh 


—” 
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Author, as one of the greateſt Crimes that 


can be committed by the Members of this 
Society, and it is made ſufficient to disfran- 


chize the Offender. This is indeed terri- 


ble! What muſt become of a poor Haw- 


ker who buys a Pamphlet clandeſtinely, 
and remotis arbitris? Why, he loſes his 
Privilege, that is, his Right of felling 
Pamphlets: But, when he has loſt it, he 
may buy fuch Pamphlet with great Safety; 
for then he is, in Point of Privilege, juſt 
upon the ſame Footing with the other In- 
habitants, and conſequently he may ſell it 
too; for it is to be hoped, that our Au- 
thor will not ſay, that it is unlawful for 


any Inhabitant to buy and ſell Pamphlets. 


ONE might alſo obſerve, That the chief 
Thing meant to be reſtrained, is, to cry 
( as it 1s wondrous emphatically expreſt ) 
Papers and Pamphlets; but nothing is to 
hinder any Body to ſell them, provided 
they do not cry them. This, tis owned, 
may contribute to the Police or good Order 
of the Town; for every Body will own, that, 
{ome Time or other, he has been peſtered 
with the-ungainly Noiſe of thoſe miſtun'd 


Animals bawling at his Ear. Now, all 


this may be prevented, by a Fellow's Pop- 


ping before One's Noſe the Title-Page of 


a Pampblet, and asking his Honour, 1F 
. i he 
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l Thom, or Las gor Frick yer. This 
is indeed a Hint which it may be proper 


for the Magiſtrates, in good Earneſt, to 


help to make the Inhabitants eaſy by, and 


ſo far they and we are obliged to the Per- 

formance of the Author. LG 
THERE is ſomething ſo flat in the Or- 

der and Performance of the firſt Offerer of 


his Service, that it is impoſſible to ſuſpect 
the Magiſtrates of it. It is to be feared, 
however, were this really made a Statute 


to govern this imaginary Society, that 
their Employers would have more Buſineſs 


put into their Hands, 7g. to determine in 


the Preference between one and another 
of them, than at leaſt I ſhould chooſe: 
However, it muſt be admitted, that there 
is great Equity in one Man's petting 
what another works for, and the Profit of 
what another fells ; and that an equitable 
Proviſion of that Kind muſt deſtroy all 
Diſputes among the Members of the So- 
ciety, and their Employers. 

I think the Article againſt Drinking 
and Gaming away one's Money, a rea- 
ſonable Thing, tho I incline to propoſe 
one Amendment, which, if it ſhall be 
thought proper to make this a Rule, may 
be under Conſideration, to it, That the 


Rule ſhould affect thoſe who game, and 
| win 
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in their Fellow's Money, as well as to 
him only who games away, that is, /oſes 
his Money, the laſt of whom only it re- 
fers to at preſent ; becauſe it is as proba- 
ble, that he that wins will have the Two 
Shillings Scozs to pay, as he that has loſt 
his Money. ES... 

Ir is a remarkable Checque upon the 
Members of this Society, that they are 
to meet once Weekly or Monthly, to give 
an Account of their Behaviour; it is ſup- 
poſed to themſelves, No Body can 
doubt the Society will thus improve vaſt- 
ly under their own Inſpection, to the great 
Advantage of the Nation, and the Re- 
formation of Manners. | 

LAST of all, I incline to obſerve, 
That as our Author has erected an imagi- 
nary Society, he has alſo framd a very 
ſtrange Sort of a general Warrant againſt 
every Body that ſhall encroach upon the 
Right of it; and the Execution of this 
he has committed to Town-Officers, and 
the Soldiers of the Guard. Tis true, that 
muſt proceed upon the Application of one 
of this Honourable Society ; but, as the Li- 
berties of Men can be in no Hazard, when 
they are committed to the Care of Perſons 
of this Sort, perhaps it may be thought 
to be contending too much for them, 

UT where 


— A 4 


— | : Fs. FT) 2 
* OI . gl — Rn ©»; 5 
+04 * . * Y ; 

* * 9 1 © 
- #4 5 * : 44 * 3 27 
* 


„ ** 
. * 1 7 * 
* OE 
« ke . 
[ * 


ie "5g 
were they are in u Dag, to obſetue, 
ttzhat ſuckvague Wawnnts of Commitment 
are-alrogether unpracedent ect. 
I Would not advile this Gentleman; who 
aas entertamed us with all' this filly: Stuff, 
t. at the Ecpeme of, this :confiderable Cul- 
%% eig of Men, to procecd . to propbſe 
e Rephitations fon printing of Papers and 
4, Pamphlets, auchof ſelling them, when prin- 
[ 17 ted, in Shops, or any other Way than by 
1 this Society; which he propoſes ſhonld be 
14 emirely under the Direction of the Magi- 
ol gffttates,c: Phat would be going perhaps 
I too far, and. therefore I hope be will think 
3 well before he do ſo. All I ſhall fay-more, 
is, that I hope the Magiſtrates are ſenſi- 
ble, that excluſive Privileges. of ſelling 
Papers and Pamphlets, in any particular 
Way, cannot be very advantagions to the 
Publick, and that it would not be amiſs tb 
| avoid making any new Incorporations of 
1 any Kind; ſo that, were I to adviſe them in 
Matters they underſtand better thar I, it 
| ſhould be to declare to the World, ( what 
| I take to be certain Truth) that theſe 
Rules and Inſtructions are all a Fiction. 
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